
Welcome

What does Native American curriculum look like 
in your classroom: How to incorporate content 

material through a Native lens

Objective: Understanding the importance of integrating tribal resources into 
the educational curriculum by involving tribal members.
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This session will explore ways to collaborate with tribal communities to integrate content material 



Introduction

A little more about Fawn
She is married to Gerald Hunter. They have one 

son who is a junior in high school. She enjoys 
spending time outdoors with her family. She 
graduated from Grand Canyon University with 
a Master’s in Public Administration with 
emphasis in Government & Policies.

Fredina Drye-Romero, Education Programs 
Professional, Nevada Department of Education

A little more about Fredina
She is married to Patrick Romero. They enjoy 

their families who come from Nevada, 
Arizona, Kansas, and Oklahoma She 
graduated from Haskell Indian Nations and 
the University of Kansas, in Lawrence, 
Kansas.

Fawn Hunter, Indian Education Specialist, 
Washoe County School District
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and further pursued and graduated with a Bachelors, and a Master of Science in Education from 



Land Acknowledgement
• Every community owes its existence and vitality to generations 

from around the world who contributed their hopes, dreams, 
and energy to making the history that led to this moment. 
Some were brought here against their will, some were drawn 
to leave their distant homes in hope of a better life, and some 
have lived on this land for more generations than can be 
counted. Truth and acknowledgment are critical to building 
mutual respect and connection across all barriers of heritage 
and difference. We begin this effort to acknowledge what has 
been buried by honoring the truth. We acknowledge that 
some of our educational structures are situated on the 
traditional homelands of the Numu (Northern Paiute), Wasiw
(Washoe), Newe (Western Shoshone), Nuwu (Southern Paiute) 
peoples. We pay respects to their elders past and present, 
these lands continue to be a gathering place for Indigenous 
Peoples and we recognize their deep connections to these 
places. We extend our appreciation for the opportunity to live 
and lean on their territory. 

We would like to acknowledge the indigenous peoples who 
traditional homelands where we are presenting from, in what is 
now the state of Nevada. 

• Numu [nu-mah] also known as (Northern Paiute), Nuwu [new-
wooh] (Southern Paiute), Wašiw [wa-she-shu] (Washoe), 
and Newe [new-wuh] (Western Shoshone)

https://native-land.ca

Native Land Disclaimer: This map does not represent or intend to 
represent official or legal boundaries of any Indigenous nations. To 
learn about definitive boundaries, contact the nations in question.
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Land Acknowledgement
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Land Acknowledgements should be in coordination with the tribal groups where you are now.




Land Acknowledgement

https://native-land.ca
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Native Land Disclaimer: This map does not represent or intend to represent official or legal boundaries of any Indigenous nations. To learn about definitive boundaries, contact the nations in question.




Great Basin Native American Languages 
§NAC 389.516 Permissible elective courses of study. (NRS 385.080, 
385.110, 338.360). A local school board may offer the following courses 
of study as elective courses in a public high school: 18. Great Basin 
Native American languages.

§NAC 391.233 Special Endorsement to teach 
Great Basin Native American Language. (NRS 
391.019). (See Appendix A for Endorsement & 
application). http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NAC/N
AC391.html

§NAC 389.6549 (NRS 385.080, 385.110). A Course of study in a Great 
Basin Native American Language must include instruction designed to 
teach the pupil to do the following: (see Appendix B for 
full description). Added to NAC by Bd. of Education by R066-97, eff. 12-
10-97) http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NAC/NAC-389.html

A person who does not possess 
the qualifications required...may teach 
a course in a Great Basin Native American 
language without an endorsement issued 
pursuant to this section if a licensed 
teacher is present in the classroom during 
the instruction. Written documentation 
of the person’s certification as a 
fluent speaker of the language he 
proposes to teach must be provided to 
the Department before he may 
begin teaching.
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In the early 1980’s, a committee was formed to work with the Nevada Department of Education and the Professional Standards Committee. They testified before the Nevada Legislature to approve the Great Basin Native American Language (GBNAL). The GBNAL Nevada Administrative Code allowed teaching of one of the four tribal languages (Northern Paiute, Southern Paiute, Washoe and Western Shoshone) in the Nevada public schools. Also, the GBNAL endorsement allows fluent speakers from the tribes indigenous to Nevada to be certified and to teach in the Nevada public school.��The NDE maintains and oversees the endorsement application process and provides a certification to fluent speakers, which are usually tribal elders. The tribal speakers are recommended in application either by the tribal councils, or the language programs.



Paiute Language Program in Washoe County School District
COURSES OFFERED

WCSD offers three Paiute Language classes at three different high schools North Valleys High 
School, Reed High School, and Spanish Springs High School! Students can complete the first and 

second year of Paiute Language and receive World Language credit to satisfy graduation 
requirements. Classes are offered to ALL student

PAIUTE LANGUAGE CURRICULUM
Developed through the hard work of the Reno/Sparks Indian Colony Language/Culture Program and the 
WCSD Indian Education Program, the curriculum is based on the goal that students will be able to form 
complete sentences and carry on everyday conversation by the end of their second year!
 History of Nevada Bands
 History of Boarding Schools
 Introductions and Greetings
 Colors and Numbers
 Plants and Animals
 Calendar, Weather, and Seasons
 Family Members
 Body Parts



Paiute Language Program in Washoe County School District



Group Discussion
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Paiute Language Program in Washoe County School District



Paiute Language Program in Washoe County School District



We encourage educators to incorporate the following instructional practices in 

their curriculum:

 To help students understand that each Native group is distinct, talk about how  
diversity is based on the places where we live.

 State that there is no one “Indian” language or way of thinking and inform 
students that there are thousands of indigenous communities in the Western 
Hemisphere.

 Emphasize the fact that the Americas’ indigenous cultures are living 
cultures. (https://washoe.us/, http://www.rsic.org/, http://www.plpt.nsn.us/, 
https://www.moapabandofpaiutes.com/)

 Being mindful when selecting culturally responsive literature on Native Americans. 

https://washoe.us/
http://www.rsic.org/
http://www.plpt.nsn.us/
https://www.moapabandofpaiutes.com/


Please be mindful of the following when doing hands-on activities or holding 
classroom discussions:

Students should not make masks or headdresses. Headdresses and masks are worn 
by Native people who have particular statue w ithin the culture, have achieved 
specific cultural goals, or possess cultural know ledge.

Students should not dress up as “Indians "or use the term “costume” when 
describing Native American clothing.

Please do not give students “Indian” names or assign them to “tribes” or create 
personal “totems” and or “spirit animals”.

Please refer to Native people in the present tense.

 Please do not use phrases like “sit Indian style,” “Indian giver,” or “have a 
powwow.” And discourage use of these phrases when students use them.



WCSD Curriculum & Instruction 

 https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/13420

https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/13420


WCSD Curriculum & Instruction 

 https://www.washoeschools.net/cms/lib/NV01912265/Centricity/Domain/253/Social%20Studi
es/k12%20scope%20and%20sequence/WCSD%20SCOPE%20AND%20SEQUENCE%204th%
20Grade%20Final.pdf

https://www.washoeschools.net/cms/lib/NV01912265/Centricity/Domain/253/Social%20Studies/k12%20scope%20and%20sequence/WCSD%20SCOPE%20AND%20SEQUENCE%204th%20Grade%20Final.pdf


WCSD Curriculum & Instruction 

 http://projecttahoe.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/05/C.OUTNV3HomesofNevadasNativePeoples2016Revision.pdf

http://projecttahoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/C.OUTNV3HomesofNevadasNativePeoples2016Revision.pdf


WCSD Curriculum & Instruction 

 http://projecttahoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/4th-DL-3Nevada-Native-American-
Legends-Revised-1116.pdf

http://projecttahoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/4th-DL-3Nevada-Native-American-Legends-Revised-1116.pdf


Curriclum



Essential Understanding 
Regarding Indigenous Peoples in Nevada

• EU1: There is diversity among the four tribal Nations of Nevada in their 
languages, cultures, histories, and governments. Each tribe has a distinct 
and unique cultural heritage that contributes to modern Nevada.

• EU2: There is diversity among individual American Indians as identity is 
developed, defined and redefined by entities, organizations, and people.

• EU3: The ideologies of Native traditional beliefs and spirituality persist into 
modern day life as tribal cultures, traditions, and languages are still practiced.



Essential Understanding 
Regarding Indigenous Peoples in Nevada

• EU4: Reservations are lands that have been reserved by the tribes for their 
own use through treaties, statutes, and executive orders and were not “given” 
to them.

• EU5: Federal policies, put into place throughout American history, have 
affected Indian people and still shape who they are today.

• EU6: History told from an American Indian perspective frequently conflicts 
with the stories mainstream historians tell.

• EU7: Under the American legal system, Indian tribes have sovereign powers, 
separate and independent from the federal and state governments.



What’s in a name?

American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) is the term used in 
federal government policy and research to refer specifically to 
indigenous peoples of the United States.
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The term Native can also be used to describe indigenous peoples from the US but it is more generally in of



Federally Recognized Schools

There are over 567 federally recognized tribes within the US, 
each with distinct culture, traditions, and language. While 
similarities exist regionally, tribal affiliation is important to Native 
people and should be the primary descriptor when referencing a 
particular culture or people – National Indian Education 
Association 



Essential Understanding 1

There is great diversity among the 
four tribal Nations of Nevada in 
their languages, cultures, histories, 
and governments.  Each Nation has 
a distinct and unique cultural 
heritage that contributes to 
modern Nevada.  
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What do I want to say about this slide??



Our students come 
from these 
indigenous 

communities in 
Nevada



Thank you
Fawn Hunter

Washoe County School District
fawn.hunter@washoeschools.net

Fredina Drye-Romero
Nevada Department  of Education

fromero@doe.nv.gov

mailto:fawn.hunter@washoeschools.net
mailto:fromero@doe.nv.gov
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